Welcome to Back to School Night!

1st Grade

Junction Elementary School

1. Introduction

 So a little about me, let me introduce myself.  My name is Tracy Nelson and I am a Roseville City School District Product.  I attended Crestmont, Warren T. Eich, and Oakmont, then completed my degree and credentialing program at Sacramento State.  I have taught at Crestmont,  Stoneridge and now Junction Elementary for the past 22 years as a first, second, and third grade teacher.  I love being a Junction Jaguar!  I am married to Ed, Mommy to Jason and my Boston Terrier, Tebow the Terror (I mean Terrier!)  I am sure you will hear more about my little rascal, Tebow, throughout the year.  Tebow is a lot like Stitch…cute and crazy!  I am excited about this year and know that it will be monumental in so many ways for all of us!  

I love first grade!  You get to “see the wonders of first grade” and I have absolutely loved it!  This year is my fifth year teaching first grade, I am even more excited and can’t wait to get started!  
Now that you know a little about me, I would love for you to email me a letter about your child in the next week or so.  How can I get to know your child best?    You know them better than anyone and I would like an inside view of accomplishments, struggles, allergies, bathroom frequencies, vision issues, frustrations, or their silly personality at times, etc.  I would love it!  It can be brief or detailed, whatever you feel comfortable with.  The sooner I get the information, the sooner I can meet your child’s needs better. 

2.  Ways to Communicate with Mrs. Nelson 

The lime green “Contact Information” form in your flip book tells you all the ways for us to communicate.  E-mail is the best way to get a hold of me. 

Email

Email is the most effective way of communication for me.  I check my email daily and will respond as quick as possible, please know that there could be a 24 hour turn around time.
Homework Folder
Corrected work will come home on Fridays in your child’s homework folder.   Please review and take these papers out before you return the folder on the next Friday with your child’s weekly homework.  
Weekly Update Email
Every Friday you will receive a BRIEF email from me about what we are learning and any other exciting things in our classroom. Please take time to read these emails as there is always important information about our class. 

Remind-This is a way I can send you a quick text.  This will be especially handy for up-to-date information, like field trip updates, special activities, or class reminders, etc.
Phone/Voicemail

I will respond promptly to any phone messages that you leave.  You are always able to leave me a message in our voicemail boxes which are accessible from the phone number 771 -1860 ex. 111.
Twitter

 I take pictures of the special moments in first grade.  If you would like to follow me my address is @firstbuddies.  This is a chance for you to be that fly on the wall and see what we are learning and the  “Wonders of First Grade”. (
Your Child’s Backpack
  Please check your child’s backpack nightly for any school notices or and special certificates from class.  Which we will talk about in a lit bit!!!
3.  Birthday Celebrations/Spirit Days
A note about celebrating birthdays at school is on the orange page of the flip book.  Our School District has a healthy food policy, since many of our students have food allergies.  We ask that if you send a treat for your child’s birthday that it does not include food or candy.  If your child would like to bring birthday party invitations to school they need to be inviting the entire class.  Otherwise you are welcome to use the class list to send invitations in the mail/email.  The class list is being form is going to be generated as you fill out the information on the link that I send out tonight or tomorrow.  Thanks for your support with this! 
Every Wednesday and any field trip days, please encourage your child to wear his/her Boston Buddy shirt.  The every Friday encourage your child to wear Jag Swag, which can be purchased in the office and spirit wear forms will be coming home soon for orders.  

As a class, we will be dressing up for a few special days…we will celebrate a Patriotic Day (All America Day), “Talk Like a Pirate Day”, on these day your child may dress accordingly…  Uncle Sams  and  Pirates are welcome!

4. Drop Off/Pick Up and Daily Schedule
The dreaded parking lot….please be aware of teachers and students in the parking lot area.  Resist from using your cell phone and be alert!  

Campus opens at 8:20 am and class starts at 8:35.  
Pick Up is very busy.  Many parents meet their child at the gate at a specific location.  I will be dismissing them to the designated spot you choose. If you will be doing something different than this, please let me know.   Step 3 in the back of the room will let me know what to expect on the first days of school, please do not leave without putting your child’s clothes pin on the proper circle.  
Please communicate with your child daily so he/she knows where to be picked up.   

 Here are some possibilities…

· The Flag Pole by the Office

· The Bike Racks

· Adventure Club

· Primary Loop/Primary Parking Lot

(We will visit pick up/drop off locations at the end of tonight’s meeting.)
Daily Schedule
Tentative Daily Schedule is the orange page in the flip book. The most intense reading instruction will be before lunch, and math will be after lunch, so if you have to make dentist and doctor’s appointments, please do it at the end of the day.
Lunch Options:  Bring a lunch from home or order a school lunch?

You can pay school lunches in the office, online (easiest), or send money in a baggie/envelope with your child’s name and teacher name.

Snack Recess is 15 minutes: Please pack your child’s healthy snack in a separate spot in their backpack, this makes it quicker to sort when they get to school.  Please put your child’s name on his/her snack.
5.  Field Trips- Yes! We will be having them, but we are still in the planning stages. 
Last year we visited the Police Station, Theater, and Hamburger Farm.  
If you plan to volunteer to go with us on any of our trips, remember you need to be fingerprinted with our district and TB tested.  

6.  Management-See the pink sheet in the flip book.
Positive Discipline:

Table Points/Class Rewards
Table points are earned when table groups are clean, quiet, and ready to learn.  Each child has a responsibility and the teamwork or the table will be recognized.  Also, our class works together to accumulate points to achieve their class point goal.  When this goal is met, they earn special privileges.

1,2,3 Magic

This program provides three steps for effective discipline.  It not only controls undesirable behavior but also encourages good behavior and maintains healthy relationships with students. If a student makes a bad choice or breaks a classroom rule they are given a verbal warning “1” (first warning).  If the behavior continues they receive a “2” (second warning). Upon receiving a “3” they are asked to “Take 5” which is a removal from the group to think about how they will improve their behavior when they return to the group.  If your child has 4 or more warnings, the loss of recess/Big Buddies on Friday, a note, email, or call will be communicated home.
Terrier Treats- Students can get terrier treats throughout the day, when a child receives a terrier treat sticker, your student will place a sticker on his/her chart, once 5 stickers are earned, your child visits a treasure box of school supplies, once the sheet is filled, your child gets a special certificate called a ”Hot Diggity Dog”,  these can come home in your child’s backpack anytime and he/she can select a special coupon.  
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R.O.A.R. Tickets- R.O.A.R. tickets given out school-wide and collected for a Friday raffle.
Problem Solving Skills – Students in first grade are encouraged to “use their words” to work through problems.  We model appropriate word choices and problem solving skills on a regular basis and stress the school wide character development traits.  Through class togetherness and teamwork, we will have a successful year!

7.  Homework Folder- Goes home on Friday.  Due following Friday.

White sheet in the Flip Book!

Homework in first grade consists of the following: (show sample packet)
1. Nightly Reading-  Please read for at least 20 minutes or more with your child each night.  This reading can be recorded on a reading log at home so you can see your child’s reading success over the year. This reading may include: decodable books, library books, books from home, high frequency word practice, reading to your child, and your child reading to you. 
Scholastic Book Clubs are a great way to build your child’s library! Book Orders are in your child’s homework folders and you can order online or by check.  Please no cash.  Our first Book Order will be due on September 7thth.  This is the biggest opportunity of the year for our classroom to earn bonus points, so please look over the order form and consider ordering on this first opportunity.

2. Practice Math Sheets/Math Facts-  Please have your child complete the math sheets and return to school in their Homework Folder on Friday.  If your child is struggles on any of these review sheets for the lesson taught.  Please… Please write a note after 10 minutes so I am aware that your child needs me to reteach a concept.
3. Language Arts Activities – 
A writing prompt will be given with specific instructions. If your child does not know how to spell a word, encourage them to sound it out and/or help them with writing his/her thoughts. 

Spelling lists should be practiced all week, as there will be a spelling test on Friday.
On the YELLOW sheet of the flip book, we invite you to be a part of the Boston Buddy classroom by volunteering…
8.  Volunteer Sign Ups – Please complete and send to school with your child
RCSD POLICY!!!  If you filled out a “Volunteer Agreement” last year, it is still good, no need to do it again.  If you need to fill one out, it is on our school website or you can ask the office. If you were TB tested and fingerprinted last year, you are still cleared to come volunteer.  
        Volunteers and valued and loved in our classroom!  Lots of opportunities and your child will beam when they see you enter our classroom. 
 Reading/Math parents help in leading a small group activity, or work station.  These groups allow us to reach each student at a level where they will feel success.  Please sign up for a time if you are interested in volunteering in our classroom.  If you can’t commit to a weekly spot, there are many other opportunities that you can participate in…
· Prepare Homework Folders every Friday (takes about 15-20 minutes)

· Room Parent or Room Parent Assistant (circle choice)

· Art Docent (usually includes Watercolor Art–please circle one or both!
· Stop by to clean student tables before or after school 2-3x/week

              (10 minute commitment each time)

· Gumball Math Corrector (sent home Tuesday and Thursday nights) 

· Prep work at school

· Prep work at home-collating, sharpening, grouping, cutting lamination, etc.
· PTC Liaison goes to the PTC meetings and shares info with the class

· Share a talent or profession with the class

· Class Photographer captures our memorable moments 

9. Pick of the Litter/Tebow Take Home 
(Please feel like you can throw Tebow in the washing machine, just make sure you put him in a pillow case tied with a knot, so he does not get scratched up) 

Tebow is my dog, he is a LOVE BUG, however he is a terror!  I am hoping our budding writers can use their imagination to write stories about how “terrific and talented” Tebow is, or about how he destroyed something new in your house.

Your child will be practicing 3 areas of writing this year.  The “Pick of the Litter” will take home the journal with “Tebow” and write about him.
This journal is a fun way to prepare for our districts’ writing prompts…

Narrative Writing- (B,M,E/Sequential Order) and adding characters, setting, problem, solution.

 Informational Writing- (Guess what I have in my bag?) 

Opinion Writing- Students will give examples of the best pet and support their opinion.
10. Classroom T-Shirt Envelope and Donation Envelope (Slides)
Class t-shirts are $10 and there is a donation envelope to cover class supplies throughout the year.   Please no check, just cash.
 11.    Any Questions???  
Lastly, my goal is to exemplify all seven habits, so that our students will mirror them back to me and you throughout the year!  Great Habits Make Great Leaders!
Thank you for completing Step 1 (Grab a Flip Book and Homework Folder), Step 2 (Thanks for dropping off supplies, if you haven’t done this yet, will you please take them out of the packages, silly but it saves time () and  Step 3, (VERY IMPORTANT!  Please clip where your child will be picked up on the first days of school). 
12. Let’s go find the pick up/drop off spots so your family has a plan for Thursday.

