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This is more than a perky slogan for Spanish. Students in this class will be successful! Each day the student will 
experience language acquisition, and the learning will be evident. It will be a wonderful year!

INTRODUCTION

Even now, early in the 21st century, foreign and second-language programs in schools in North America and 
most of the world produce very few students who can fluently speak and comprehend spoken language or 
read and write competently. Nearly all high-school, middle-school, and elementary-school TPRS® students 
can actually do these things. In the first few weeks, students gain a comprehension vocabulary of 50-150 
words through personalized talks about their favorite activities or things they are afraid of. Then, while they 
continue to expand their vocabulary, they begin to work on storytelling and, within two or three months, they 
are able to express themselves with some fluency appropriate to their level.

[This process continues throughout the year] as vocabulary and grammatical competence gradually expand. 
Reading and writing are significant segments of the program that help students to move to a higher level of 
competency. (from Fluency through TPR Storytelling: Achieving Real Language Acquisition in School 3rd 
Edition by Blaine Ray and Contee Seely.)

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

My Spanish classes use a method of learning called “Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling” 
(TPRS®). It’s basically story-based immersion. With this approach, the student acquires a foreign language 
much as we do our own native language: by listening before speaking, and learning vocabulary and grammar in 
context by example and usage. It is an exciting way to give students the GIFT of fluency. Details on the method 
are included in my class description and policies given to the students on the first day of school. The consensus 
among students who have studied with this approach is that this is an effective way to learn to speak a 
language. I invite parents who would like to visit the classroom to do so. You may be able to pick up some 
practice with that language you studied so long ago!

DIFFERENCES YOU’LL NOTICE

Even at home you’ll quickly notice some differences from previous experiences with language learning. 
Students will rarely have homework and when they do, it won’t be worksheets. No textbook will be used in 
class either. Instead the focus will be on actual learning that takes place in the classroom, and homework, when 
assigned, will represent reinforcement of those activities in class.

That’s why we can expect “success” in the language classroom: the skills are taught until the students know the 
material, and the only precondition is that the student be present and focused in class and participate in the 
activities.

Accordingly, grading will reflect this new focus on classroom learning: active participation is a requirement.

Teaching is for long-term memory and fluency, and so tests and assessments will be natural steps toward the 
mastery students will acquire in class. All tests and quizzes will not be announced beforehand. This avoids 
training students to “cram” the night before, an effective “short-term” memory tool but not our target in 
language study. Yet students who have participated will be well-prepared for the assessment.
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1. VOCABULARY

During this step, new vocabulary is presented using gestures to help remember the meaning of the word and 
through the use of personalized questions addressed to the students; the vocabulary begins to take hold in 
the students’ memory. This step provides the building blocks for language acquisition.

2. STORY
This is where the actual acquiring of the language takes place. Through funny and exaggerated stories, key 
vocabulary is heard in context and, through extensive questioning, repeated over and over until the language 
begins to sound natural. This step develops the students’ listening comprehension and speaking skills.

3. LITERACY
During the final step the written language is introduced. Through translation and repetitive questioning, the 
students’ reading comprehension and writing skills are developed.

Grades are determined through IB rubrics and are based on how well students can speak, write, read, and 
understand Spanish. There will be no overall grade, but rather you will see an individualized grade in each of 
these areas: listening, reading, and speaking/writing. Grades are updated regularly online.

What do we want the students to do with what they know?
Since the focus of TPRS® is communication, the expectation is that students will be able to communicate 
(comprehend, read, write, and speak) the language at their particular level. Knowing the vocabulary and 
grammar rules isn’t enough in a communication-based, immersion class. Students have to be able to use the 
language.

How do we know they learned?
Assessment is constantly going on in class whether it be informally through scaffolded questions and answers, 
semi-formally with daily comprehension check sheets, and formally through quizzes and tests. Assessments 
are not designed to play “gotcha” with students’ grades, but rather be indicators of progress along each 
student’s path of learning. The results of which will be used to guide instruction within the classroom.

How do we respond when they don’t learn?
This student-friendly methodology focuses on teaching students rather than pages in a textbook. This assures 
that every student is getting what they need to be successful and the teaching isn’t done until the students 
have shown they have mastered the lesson. If they haven’t mastered it, we will go back to where they were 
successful and reteach the difficult parts.

What will we do when students have already learned?
Moving forward in the curriculum only occurs after mastery of the previous lesson. When students show 
mastery, only then will we move on to the next lesson.

Success in my classroom is a combination of 3 simple behaviors that every student can achieve:
1. Pay attention every day.
2. Stay actively engaged the entire period.
3. Ask questions when you don’t understand.

Because of the way we teach, absences can be very detrimental to your student’s progress. Please try to limit 
absences as much as possible. If your child is absent, please check the class website Google Classroom (there’s 
an app for that) for what our daily activities are and any additional listening, reading, and vocabulary practice. 
Students should get any handouts hat they are missing (either off the website) or in class.

No formal homework is assigned in this class. There are always extra practice opportunities available on Google 
Classroom if your student wants/needs additional practice. They may also want to look over their vocabulary 
and try to use their Spanish whenever possible.

If at any time you have any concerns about your child’s progress, please don’t hesitate to contact me! You can 
leave me a message at 916.771.1770 ext. 134 or email me at rbenedict@kcsdk8.org.

I wish you and your child a successful year!
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